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We claim: 

1 . A call processing method for determining that a call has been call forwarded 
sfomprising: 

sending an initial address message having a redirection counter set to a maximum 
alloweowalue; 

receding a response message in response to the initial address message; and 
analyzing the response message to determine if the call has been forwarded. 

2. The call processing method of claim 1 , further comprising initiating fraud prevention 
activity. 
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3. The call processing methoov^f claim 2 wherein the fraud prevention activity includes 
terminating the call. 

4. The call processing method of claim K fiirther comprising accessing a database to 
obtain information indicative of whether the callVepresents unauthorized use of a 
communications network. 



1 5. The call processing method of claim 1, wherein thevinitial address message is an 

2 frftegrated Services Digital Network (ISDN) User Part (ISUP/^rotocol hiitial Address 

3 Message. 



1 6. The call processing method of claim 1 , further comprising sending another initial 

2 address message having another redirection counter set to a predetermined^value if it is 

3 undetermined whether the call has been forwarded as a result of the analyzing step. 
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1 V The call processing method of claim 6, wherein the predetermined value is zero. 

^ \ 

1 8. }^ method of processing a call, comprising: 

2 detOTnining whether the call is a forwarded call; 

3 responsWe to a determination that the call is a forwarded call, preventing the call from 

4 being completed; ^id 

5 initiating fraud prevention activity. 

1 9. The method of processing a call of claim 8, wherein initiating fraud prevention 

in \ 

39 1 2 activity comprises : \ 

y 3 determining whether a dialecTfeelephone number is subject to a call restriction; 

lU \ 

s 4 determining a telephone station t\ which the call will be connected; 

p \ 

5 testing a second telephone number ^ociated with the telephone station; and 

\Z 6 terminating the call if the second telephVie number is subject to the call restriction. 

1 10. The method of processing a call of claim 8, wherein said step of determining whether 

2 a call has been forwarded does not utilize a telecommunications switch through which the 

3 forwarded call passes. \ 

1 11. The method of processing a call of claim 8, wherein determining whether a call is a 

2 forwarded call comprises: \ 

3 sending an initial address message having a redirection counter set to a maximum 

4 allowed value; \ 

5 receiving a response message in response to the initial address message; and 
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ing the response message to determine if the call has been forwarded. 



1 \J2. The call processing method of claim 1 1 , further comprising sending another initial 

2 address message having another redirection counter set to a predetermined value if it is 

3 undetermined whether the call has been forwarded as a result of the analyzing step. 



1 13. The caIij»rocessing method of claim 12, wherein the predetermined value is zero. 
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14. A method of processing a call, comprising: 

determining wheth^a call is forwarded call; and 

responsive to a determmation that the call is a forwarded, initiating fraud prevention 
activity in connection with processing the call, 

wherein initiating fraud preveiwion activity comprises accessing a database to obtain 
information indicative of whether the call represents unauthorized use of a communications 
network. 



1 15. The method of processing a call of claim 14, wherein determining whether a call is a 

2 forwarded call includes determining whether the call will\e completed to a dialed number. 



1 16. The method of processing a call of claim 14, wherein determining whether a call is a 

2 forwarded call comprises: 

3 sending an initial address message having a redirection counter ^t to a predetermined 

4 value; 

5 receiving a response message in response to the initial address messag\ indicating 

6 whether the redirection counter was incremented; and 
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analyzing the response message to determine if the call has been forwarded. 

17. Th^smethod of processing a call of claim 16, wherein the initial address message is an 
Integrated Services Digital Network (ISDN) User Part (ISUP) protocol Initial Address 
Message. 

18. The method of progressing a call of claim 16, fUrther comprising sending another 
initial address message having^miother redirection counter set to another predetermined value 
if it is undetermined whether the ca^ has been forwarded as a result of the analyzing step. 

19. The method of processing a call or^laim 18, wherein the another predetermined 
value is zero. 

20. A call processing method for terminating a fonvarded call, comprising: 
sending an initial address message having a redire^^tion counter set to a maximum 

allowed value; 

receiving a response message in response to the initial address message; 
analyzing the response message to determine if the call has\been forwarded; and 
terminating the call in response to a determination that the cafkhas been forwarded. 

21 . The call processing method of claim 20, wherein the initial addressViessage is an 
Integrated Services Digital Network (ISDN) User Part (ISUP) protocol Initiai^Address 
Message. 
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22\ The call processing method of claim 20, further comprising sending another initial 
address message having another redirection counter set to a predetermined value if it is 
undetermined whether the call has been forwarded as a result of the analyzing step 

23. The calrprocessing method of claim 22, wherein the predetermined value is zero. 

24. A method of preventing forwarded calls from connecting, comprising: 
generating an initial address message based on a first telephone number associated 

with a call from a first telephone station, the initial address message having a redirection 
counter set to a predeterminedValue; 

attempting to increment aValue of the redirection counter when a switch attempts to 
forward the call to a second telephone number associated with a respective telephone station, 
wherein the second telephone number i\ not a dialed telephone number; 

preventing the call from being connected to the second telephone station if the attempt 
to increment the value of the redirection counter fails; and 

connecting the call to the second telephOTe station if the attempt to increment the 
value of the redirection counter is successful. \ 

25. The method of preventing forwarded calls from opnnecting of claim 24, further 
comprising generating a release message indicating that the^call could not be set up if the call 
is prevented from being connected to the second telephone station. 



26. The method of preventing forwarded calls from connectin^f claim 24, fiirther 
comprising initiating fraud prevention activity if the attempt to increnjent the value of the 
redirection counter fails. 
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27. \ The method of preventing forwarded calls from connecting of claim 24, further 
comprmng setting the value of the redirection counter to a maximum allowed value when the 
initial addri^s message is generated. 

28. The methooNof preventing forwarded calls from connecting of claim 24, wherein the 
initial address messageis an Integrated Services Digital Network (ISDN) User Part (ISUP) 
protocol Initial Address Mei^age. 

29. The method of preventing lls^rwarded calls from connecting of claim 25, fiirther 
comprising generating another initial address message associated with the call if the release 
message is generated. 

30. The method of preventing forwarded callsSfrom connecting of claim 25, further 
comprising generating another initial address message associated with the call and having a 
redirection counter set to another predetermined value, V the release message is generated. 



3 1 . The method of preventing forwarded calls from connecsjing of claim 30, wherein the 
another predetermined value is zero. 
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